PREFACE

We are pleased that so many outstanding research results were produced in NSRRC during 2011. This
Activity Report highlights representative scientific and technical work selected from hundreds of
publications, and covers also the status and facts of NSRRC to update our annual activities. In this
issue, we feature an overall introduction to TPS for the purpose of promoting its prospective contribu-
tion. Itis always our expectation that our Activity Report can circulate widely among both researchers
of all scientific communities and general readers. To this end, we exert particular efforts to present the
titles and introductory paragraphs in a generally comprehensible manner, endeavoring to make the

writing intelligible to all readers.

Within a limited space, the articles collected cannot cover all activities taking place at NSRRC, but we
trust that our readers enjoy a taste of a stimulating challenge while reading through, and find the
research interesting. Finally, on behalf of the Editorial Committee, | express my deepest gratitude
toward the authors who contributed to this Activity Report; our hope is that the readers find it infor-

mative and illuminating.
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